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Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay. So our research is based on the, um, Highlands region of Papua New Guinea. And I have a total of 13 questions to interview, um, you. The first question, where are you from? State your home province and your local village name.
Interviewee: Um, so I'm from Western Highlands province, uh, from the Mumbaya Lumusa district. And my tribe's name is, it's called Raria. And Raria-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Raria.
Interviewee: ... is made in two ... Uh, it's divided into two parts. We call it Manda and Ese. It's like Atap and Natamblo. And I am from Raria Manda Atap.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Oh, wow. Nice. Thank you.
Interviewee: (clears throat) .
Valka-Mir Foundation: And, um-
Interviewee: (coughs) .
Valka-Mir Foundation: ... the next question, where is your place located? Can you describe your physical environment?
Interviewee: So my place is located at, um, it's, it's on a valley. It's a, it's Baya Valley. It's over there.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Oh, okay.
Interviewee: We, there, there is, uh, mountainous places too, but, um, where my tribe is, it's on a valley. We don't have, um, big, you know, bush or jungle or whatever people say or big rivers. No. We just-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Like most highland- islands.
Interviewee: Like most highlands places, we don't. It's just-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: ... it ... The climate there is very hot, and then it's also cold 'cause it's in the middle of, um ... It's ... We are close to Madang, so it's very hot.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Wow.
Interviewee: So we don't have big rivers, waterfalls. No. It's hot, and it's flat.
Valka-Mir Foundation: (clears throat) .
Interviewee: But we have a lot of food that grows there, so-
Valka-Mir Foundation: A what?
Interviewee: Lot of food.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Food. Okay.
Interviewee: Food from the highlands and Nambyis.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Oh, okay.
Interviewee: Toota and them.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay.
Interviewee: (clears throat) .
Valka-Mir Foundation: Wow. Nice.
Interviewee: (clears throat) .
Valka-Mir Foundation: Um, what do people call-
Interviewee: (coughs) .
Valka-Mir Foundation: ... or refer to your ethnic group or community?
Interviewee: What do people-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Uh, call.
Interviewee: They say we're from, from the province, it's Western Highlanders. And then if you're from Baya, then you say, "We're from Baya."
Valka-Mir Foundation: Are there any specific names that they refer to you, like your group, your ethnic group, like your community especially?
Interviewee: Community.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Like people from outside.
Interviewee: They will call us, uh, Anga-Baya or Baya people.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Oh, okay.
Interviewee: Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Baya.
Interviewee: Baya people.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay.
Interviewee: (coughs) .
Valka-Mir Foundation: Thank you. Um, can you describe the physical appearance of your people that distinguishes them from the rest of the highlands region and the rest of the country as a whole?
Interviewee: Okay. From the highlands region, um, we're, most of us are built like the Western Highlanders. You know, we're tall, tall people-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: Same fuzzy-wuzzy hair like most highlanders. But-
Valka-Mir Foundation: (coughs) .
Interviewee: ... if you wanna go down there, probably say, since we're close to the Nambyis, some of us, not most of us, probably, like, 20% of the population, our hair is, our hair is, like, mostly ... It looks like those of the ... It grows like Nambyis people. Not really, like, curly, but it's just long.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Oh.
Interviewee: Because we are near, close to there, so ... Other than that, we look like everyone. Everyone
Valka-Mir Foundation: Every Western Highlander.
Interviewee: Highlanders. Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay. (clears throat) Thank you. What is your indigenous language? And is it oral or written? What is it called, your, your-
Interviewee: Um-
Valka-Mir Foundation: ... indigenous language?
Interviewee: Hagen, Western Highlands, they speak Melpa.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: They ... So for us, Mumbaya Lumusa, um, the Mu people, they speak Melpa. The Lumusa people, they speak the Enga tongue.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Oh.
Interviewee: That's the Engas. And then the Baya, we're, like, in the middle of both, so we speak partly Melpa and then partly Enga.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Partly Melpa. Wow.
Interviewee: So we're in the middle.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Excellent. Wow.
Interviewee: (laughs) ƒorever.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Thank you.
Interviewee: (coughs) .
Valka-Mir Foundation: What type of, um, what, um, type of sociological structure do you practice? Is it patrilineal or matrilineal? And ... Matrilineal. And how effective is it?
Interviewee: We practice, uh, patrilineal, patrilineal-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: ... like most highlands region, most, um, pardon, sorry, provinces in Papua New Guinea. Uh, it's very effective at home because, um, we're like, um, we're in the middle of Enga-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: ... and then Hagen. So everything, males are the ones dominating everything in the house-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: ... as well as the community.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Oh.
Interviewee: Like, you can, you can come, receive an education. Of course, you could be an educated woman, degrees, um, you name it. But when we go home, we, we still respect the men-
Valka-Mir Foundation: (clears throat) .
Interviewee: ... 'cause it's a patrilineal society.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Yeah.
Interviewee: So, yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay.
Interviewee: (clears throat) .
Valka-Mir Foundation: Thank you.
Interviewee: (clears throat) .
Valka-Mir Foundation: So, is your community socioentric or egocentric? Meaning that, does your community work together as a community to achieve something, or they only care about themself and have, um, individualism mentality?
Interviewee: No, we care about everyone. So, for example, if someone's were, like, um, if, um, there's a death in the community or there's someone, you know, killed someone and we have to do compensation, or if there's a person going to school, like university or colleges-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: ... everyone puts a hand in.
Valka-Mir Foundation: (clears throat) .
Interviewee: 'Cause, like, they say that, um, you know, uh, trouble could kill a man anytime. It could-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: It could be anyone.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Anyone.
Interviewee: So you give him also the time to come, we will come and support them.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Oh, okay.
Interviewee: So we help everyone.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay. Thank you. So how do your traditions, culture, or social roles influence people's thoughts and actions?
Interviewee: Um ... (clears throat) . Um, I would s- ... I don't know about the rest of the Western Highlanders, but for us, we Baya people, we are ... They say that our, um, culture and traditions, they impact a lot of our decisions because we don't, um, we don't believe in, like, white man come and all this-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Western influence?
Interviewee: We can ... Your western ... We do, but we ... Most of us, most of our fathers are-deeply rooted in the Melanesian way of thinking.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Melanesian, mm-hmm.
Interviewee: So if you come and do some, like, whatever that is accepted in other provinces, I would say Port- Port Moresby, you know.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Western influences, like-
Interviewee: Western influences, showing cleavage or posting and whatever, you cannot take that back home.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: They will strip you publicly. (laughs)
Valka-Mir Foundation: Wow, culture is very strong.
Interviewee: Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay, thank you. Can you tell me mo- about, um, tribal fights? Uh, what are the root causes of tribal fights? Can you describe what happen during tribal fights in your community?
Interviewee: So in my tribe, we do not really have tribal fights.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: It's mostly peaceful.
Valka-Mir Foundation: It's compared to like other-
Interviewee: Compared to other-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Co- communities from your province or... ?
Interviewee: Communities-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Other communities.
Interviewee: I would say from other tribes, nearby tribes.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Oh.
Interviewee: We don't fight. But I think, um, it would be, if, if we were to, um, have community tribal fights would be because of election. Probably we'd be having our differences, but no.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: Probably council election was the most recent, the only time that the tribe decided to do something.
Valka-Mir Foundation: I see.
Interviewee: But then that's mostly just cutting, um, uh, crops that they take time to grow, such as banana and-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: ... well, we don't really take lives.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Take lives, no.
Interviewee: Or burn houses. No.
Valka-Mir Foundation: No, okay. Thank you. So, um, how does, uh, tribal fights affect your daily life in the community and how does it-
Interviewee: (coughs)
Valka-Mir Foundation: ... affect elder women and children?
Interviewee: Um, in my community, um, like I said, it was because of council fights. We don't really care 'cause we know each other and all of us are living nearby each others.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: We just go on, go on about our day.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: And if they wanna do something, it's good for them. But everything is an... Community issues, it's normal. We don't do-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Peaceful?
Interviewee: It's peaceful.
Valka-Mir Foundation: All right.
Interviewee: I don't know about others.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: It's only my place.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay, thank you. So how is conflict resolved, um, justice served within your community? Are there any traditional way of solving- solving issues and if there is, can you give a bis- brief description on how is it done?
Interviewee: So we do village courts every, I think, Friday. Yeah, the whole community gathers around, and then if something happens and if people have, um... They're not happy with one another, they bring it up to the village, uh-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: ... councillor.
Valka-Mir Foundation: (coughs)
Interviewee: It's... They bring it up to the village councillor, and then he tries to listen, uh, listen to the stories from both sides, and then they come to a peaceful agreement.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay.
Interviewee: So it's a village court system, yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay, so any form of, like, traditional, um, way of, you know, sort-
Interviewee: We, um-
Valka-Mir Foundation: ... solving the issues or...
Interviewee: Yeah, they give money and pigs. Money and pigs, mostly.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Money and pigs, mostly. All right, thank you. So how safe do you currently feel in your community?
Interviewee: Very safe.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Very safe.
Interviewee: Yeah, you could walk around and 1:00, 12:00, nothing's gonna happen, morning.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay. And the last question, how do you feel about yourself being an islander, the highlands woman?
Interviewee: Islander, uh, I love it. I love the food. (laughs)
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay.
Interviewee: The people there, yeah. I mean, yeah, and I love the fact that we're so, um-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: ... Melanesian rooted.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee: Even though, like, um-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Like compared to-
Interviewee: ... with the Western influence and everything, yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Wow. Thank you.
Interviewee: You're welcome.
