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Valka-Mir Foundation: (instrumental music plays) Okay. So, our research is based on the Highlands region of Papua New Guinea. And we have a total of 13 questions. The first question: Where are you from? State your own province and your local village name.
Interviewee : Okay. I'm from Jawaka, means specifically, um, Sigmil, Sigmil village.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay. And the next question: Where is your place located? Can you describe your physical environment?
Interviewee : Um, it's located ... It's located, uh ... The district is South Wagi, so it's located south of the Wagi River. And then we're located right in the middle of the mountains and, uh, the flatlands from Wagi itself, and then up towards the mountains. Yes.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay. Thank you. What do you call or refer to your ethnic group or community?
Interviewee : Uh, if we're referring to people, that is agamp. We c- we call it agamp. Agamp. Or if it's from a first-person perspective, from a point of view, it's Enamp. Yes.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay. Thank you. Can you describe the physical appearance of your people that distinguishes them from the rest of the Highlands region and the rest of the country as a whole?
Interviewee : Okay. So, uh, the question is can I describe the physical appearance of my people?
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : And that's what distingu-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Features.
Interviewee : ... distinguishes them. I think there's going to be, like, the features aren't that separate from their neighbor, which is, uh, Hagen, Western Highlands Province, but there is some very prominent features about their nose and their facial, facial structure, and the way that they talk. It has everything, everything to do with their ... Yeah, I would say their facial structure varies a little from their neighbors. So, other than that, yes, they are ... They, they look alike. Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: All right. Thank you. What is your Indigenous language, and is it oral or written?
Interviewee : My Indigenous language is called Kuma. It's a Wagi. We refer to it as, as Wagi .......................... And it's like every other Melanesian, um-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Language.
Interviewee : ... language. It's oral.
Valka-Mir Foundation: It's oral. All right. Thank you. Um, the next question: What type of sociological structure do you practice? Is it patrilineal or matrilineal society, and how effective is it today?
Interviewee : Um, like every other highlander province, yes, it is patrilineal. Very patrilineal. Mm-hmm. Very pre- pre- patrilineal. And is it effective today? I would say that we've never been introduced to the matrile- matrilineal side of things.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm. Sorry.
Interviewee : So, we wouldn't really know which one is more effective right now, because if I were to make a judgment, I would not have sufficient, like, knowledge-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... to say that. So, I would just say I'm in between right now. I don't know if it's ef- effective or not effective, effective, but still, the community is functioning just normal right now. Yes.
Valka-Mir Foundation: But is it effective in your community?
Interviewee : Um, like, effective, I would say, I would say it's effective, but we're not really getting both perspectives from how do ... We're not really open with things right now, and that's closed-mindedness. If we had the, if we had the contribution of female side of the society-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... with male society, it's not effective in a way that they're not open-minded-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... in that area. And I would say there's head of the household and then line-up, down. It's like, it's more of a hierarchy in that society.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm. Right.
Interviewee : And that is not effective. We need more of a partnership in c- c- c- community more-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... instead of a hierarchy. Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: All right. Thank you. Next question. Um, is your community sociocentric or egocentric? Meaning that does your community work together as a community to achieve something, or they only care about themself and have individualism mentality?

Interviewee : I, I believe that in, back in the day, there, there, there's been more of a communal way of doing things. There's a community, sense of community. But as we, as we get further into, like, the future-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... the technology and the way that we're advancing, and then globalization is happening, that's definitely ... Um, it's turning into more of an individual-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... individualized, um ... Yeah, everyone's just individual and for themselves-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... these days. Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: All right. Thank you. Um, the next question: How do you, how do your traditions, culture, or social rules influence people's thoughts and actions?
Interviewee : Um, how do my traditions ... It influences people a lot, especially developing young, young minds. If they're, if they're being raised in societies where it's patrilineal, um, and if it's an open society where discussion ... There ... We all know that cultures have their downside and their good sides.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : So, I would say that ... What was the question? Hmm. Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: How do your traditions-
Interviewee : It shapes people's thoughts and actions through the cultures that they perform, the underlying beliefs, the underlying, um, invisible rules that people have to follow. It's not always spoken of, but you can see that the way that they carry themselves shapes a lot, and how about how we think as individual human beings at the end of the day, and then community-wise.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay. Thank you. Then next question: What are the root causes of tribal fights? Can you describe what happen during tribal fights in your community?
Interviewee : I think people take it ... That is where the sense of community comes in, with tribal fights. Um, we could be, we could all be individual at the end of the day, in the afternoon, but if something happens to a specific member of the community, and it's involving another member of the comm- another, like, foreign p- like, foreigner-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... then I think that's where community comes in and steps in, and, um-They get involved.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : So, I think the main cause of tribalism is when we could all have these issues within- within our community, we cannot want to be, like, communal, but if someone else decides to interfere-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... then we would have, as a community, we would have things to say about that. Yes. So that would be, like, the problem of tribal fights these days.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Gotcha.
Interviewee : One person is being ... Eh, wa- ... It's either one community is just interfering or just minding business or looking for fights, then we would get involved as a community.
Valka-Mir Foundation: (smacks lips) All right. Thank you. (clears throat) We have, um, four more questions (sniffs) to go. Um, the next quest- ... Sorry, three more questions. No, four more questions. (laughs) The next question: How does tribal f- fights affect your daily life in the community, and how does it affect elders, women, and children?
Interviewee : Men have a- men have a higher chance of surviving this. I think women and children are more vulnerable to these things-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... because they have been taught to just depend entirely on men to defend them, protect them, and everything-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... without having the necessary survival skills built-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... to survive these things. So, um, elders do. Elderly folks do. That's the same thing for them, so they are very much, very much affected during these times because-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... they're told to just run from the problem instead of ... And it's, it's, it's, it's normal to do that because we biologically aren't suitable to fight.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : But yeah, it, it affects them a lot because elderly folks are disadvantaged, they're weak, they cannot-

Valka-Mir Foundation: Right.
Interviewee : ... fight for themselves, including children. Women, on the other hand, also have that. They are not, yeah, physically compatible with these things. Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: All right. Thank you. Um, the next question: How is conflict resolved and se- justice is served within your community? Are there any traditional ways of solving iss- issues and if there is, can you give, like, a brief description on how it is done?
Interviewee : Um, uh, I think compensation? Yeah, compensation. There's a traditional way of doing things where two tribes or two places come together, and then, um, assess the damages done.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : Assess the damages done, and then bring forth the re- is it reparals? The ones that, um ... You ass- assess the damage, you make contributions inside of, within your own place-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... within your own village, and then you bring it forth and then you talk about it. This is where people come together and listen to, listen to both sides, where they, where they send one representative, an older person or a leader from their side, and then you, we bring ours and then we talk, we talk it out and then, yeah, we, we pay, we, we sort of, like, make up for it, make up for-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... the damages and make peace.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Compensate for it.
Interviewee : In a very, uh, w- we talk about it as a, yeah, in a group. Yeah. Yeah. (laughs)
Valka-Mir Foundation: (clicks tongue) All right. Thank you. Um, the last two questions: How safe do you currently feel in your community?
Interviewee : (smacks lips) Very safe. Very safe. Like, it could be, it could be a very individu- ... Like, we could all be, at some point, moving away from each other, not living like a, like, we used to back then, but-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... as I've said, I think the real threat here is a foreign village more than ourselves within the community because if it's within the community ourselves, then it's your problem. It's your own household. You would deal from it with that. If I'm family, I get involved. Otherwise, not. But if it's from another to a, from another and it's coming into the village, then everyone's going to be involved. So right now, it's pretty much safe. Yes.
Valka-Mir Foundation: (clicks tongue) All right. Thank you. The last question: How do you feel about yourself being a highlander from your province, Jibaka Province?
Interviewee : Okay, so how do I feel about being a highlander? Uh, there's strength in knowing that I'm from Highlands. Like, there's strength in knowing that I'm from Highlands because there are some very, very good attributes that the Highlanders possess-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... in, in terms of the mentality. They have this streak of stubbornness and, um, suffi- self-sufficiency. They like to provide for themselves. They like to make a living, very successful. They like to go out, business and everything. And I think that's very admirable about them. They may have this ... This stubbornness can also be one of their downfalls some, at some point. They get, like, aggressive about things. But being a Highlander, I think there's so much strength in that. Yeah.
Interviewee : There's so much strength in that because-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... I would say that there's more of this, this, um ... brotherhood thing.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : When they are, they, they tend to stick together, when they're ou- away from their own home. And when they stick together, it's very, very strong.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Strong.
Interviewee : The bond is so strong. Yeah. So that's like the good thing about being a Highlander.
Valka-Mir Foundation: All right. Thank you so much.
