Kainantu tribes end deadly feud with peace
signing at NSI
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Leaders from the AzuNofi tribe of Barola signing the Peace Agreement at the National Sports Institute in Goroka. (NBC News)

Two warring tribes from the Barola section of the Highlands Highway in Kainantu District
have officially ended months of deadly conflict by signing a peace agreement at the

National Sports Institute [NSI] in Goroka.

The Stone Famo and AzuNofi tribes of Kamano 1 Local Level Government had been locked
in violent clashes since December last year. The conflict, rooted in sorcery accusations,
resulted in the loss of lives, destruction of homes, gardens, and properties, and posed a

serious threat to public safety along a key stretch of the national highway.

Last Thursday, a powerful scene unfolded at NSI as over 20 trucks and buses carrying
members from both tribes, along with their leaders, converged for the historic peace

ceremony.



The peace accord was formally witnessed by Henganofi MP Robert Atiyafa, who is also
Chairman of the Eastern Highlands Provincial Law and Order Committee, Kainantu MP

William Hagahuno, Provincial Police Commander Chief Superintendent John Kale, Church

leaders, ward councilors, and provincial government officials.

MP Atiyafa praised the collaborative efforts that led to the reconciliation.

“I thank the churches, village leaders, and police for their courageous actions in engaging

with the community to stop the violence,” he said.

“You live along the National Highway and we all want that highway to remain safe and free
for everyone.

“Thank you for your hard work in bringing peace back to Barola.”

A symbolic highlight of the event was the distribution of Bibles by the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, signifying repentance, forgiveness, and unity. Both tribes came forward

in a public act of reconciliation, acknowledging past wrongs and committing to peace.



The peace agreement is a step towards rebuilding trust, restoring order, and ensuring the

safety of one of Papua New Guinea’s vital transport routes.



