Interview by MIRIAM ZARRIGA 
NINETEEN people are dead after- two days or intense fighting between Tapo and Agarabi clans In Eastern Highlands' Kainantu on Thursday morning. 
The deadly tribal war was triggered by a quarrel and fighting by two women In front of the district office. The warring tribes were on their way to the 
office to Sign a peace agreement when the women started quarrelling over a domestic matter. 
The commotion raised by the women sent the suspicious and Jittery tribesmen into 
fighting mode. 
In response to a call for assistance by commander Supt Michael Welly, Police Commander David Manning issued a directive for a unit from the Northern Mobile Group (NMG) to rush to Goroka to help police in Kainantu. 
Supt Welly told The National that the clans battled for two days and only stopped to observe their sabbaths on Saturday and Sunday. 
The police reinforcements led by Northen ACP Peter Guinness arrived in Goroka on Friday and headed straight to the tribal battleground. 
Supt welly said: 
“A fight broke out on Thursday when the two clan groups were on their way to the district office to sign a peace agreement after weeks of negotiations brokered by the district Peace Negotiation Team over previous fights In late February and early March.” 
"Whilst both factions were approaching the office, two women started fighting on the main road near the office over a domestic issue.”
"It triggered the fight between the two waning tribe members who were feeling suspicious and Jittery over the sensitivity of the signing.”
“Both sides started attacking one another, thinking their enemies had started fighting again.”
"The warring tribesmen then ran away to arm themselves with weapons hidden somewhere nearby and started sporadic fighting for the next two days (Thursday and Friday … hand grenades and firearms were used with bush kits, bows and arrows. 
Thus far, police have recovered 19 bodies and perhaps more that are still in the Jungle. 
Supt Welly said a section plus (15 men) from NMG was deployed from Lae on Friday and currently holding ground in Kainantu with their group commander. He said no clashes were reported on Saturday and Sunday as the two clans observed Sabbath (a day of religious observance and abstinence from work. kept by Jewish people from Friday evening to Saturday evening, and by most Christians on Sunday). 
Supt Welly said the situation remained tense and police had yet to make any arrests. 
"'Business houses have been affected by the fight, with many residents living around the fighting zone feeing to safety. 
"'Only a few people have ventured Into town.
