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Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay, so our research is based on the Highlands region of Papua New Guinea. And we have a total of 13 questions. The first question, where are you from? State your own province and your local village name.
Interviewee : I'm from Hela. And my local village to be Pari. To be in Pari.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay. Thank you. Where is your place located? Describe your physical environment.
Interviewee : My place is located in next to the town, Hela. Uh, it's like really, uh, yeah, really warm.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Really warm, okay. Um, what do people call or refer to your ethnic group or community?
Interviewee : Uh, my group, community, the people call them as, we call them as a area of town, the town people.
Valka-Mir Foundation: The town people.
Interviewee : Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: So do they have any, like, specific name that they refer to you?
Interviewee : Mm-hmm.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Like how do people refer to your community?
Interviewee : Mm-hmm. We, we normally call them as Liwako.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Li-
Interviewee : Liwako.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Liwako.
Interviewee : Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay.
Interviewee : Wak... If you talk English, they would say 006.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay, thank you. The next question, can you describe the physical appearance of your people that distinguishes them from the rest of the Highlands region and the rest of the country as a whole? The features of your people, physical features of your people.
Interviewee : My physicals, uh, features of my people, um, they have, uh, they are very strengthen and they are very active people. They helped in their health-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... evidence.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Appearance, okay, thank you. Um, what is your Indigenous language? And is it oral or written?
Interviewee : It's oral, Huli.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Huli language?
Interviewee : Yeah, Huli language.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay, thank you. Um, what type of sociological structure do you practice? Is it patrilineal or matrilineal society? And is it still effective today?
Interviewee : Yeah, patrilineal, still effective today.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay.
Interviewee : Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Um, thank you. So can you, um, explain, not explain, but just give an example of, um, in terms of it being effective? Like, um, does it come to land, land rights or like, what are, what are some of the things that?
Interviewee : It like, um, I am the first one in the family, let's say. So when my father die, I will take all the lands and take all the, uh, cultures or take all the things that belongs to the family.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Family.
Interviewee : Yeah. That is the kind of culture we have in Hela.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay, thank you. Um, the next question, is your community sociocentric or egocentric? Meaning that, does your community work together as a community to achieve something? Or they only care about themselves and have individualism mentality?
Interviewee : Our community is, is like socialize, meaning that we can carry each other, support each other in the time of, uh, in the time of trouble, in the time of school fees, in the time of others also, uh, support each other.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Support each... So it's sociocentric?
Interviewee : Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: You work together?
Interviewee : Yeah, we work, we, we work together.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay. Thank you. Um, the next question, how do your traditions, culture, or social rules influence peoples' thoughts and actions? Your culture, how does it influence people?
Interviewee : This, our culture is very different. The culture is very different. The traditional. The people who live there love our culture like dancing, singing. That's what culture is. Our culture is very, so beautiful.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Um, the next question, what are the root causes of tribal fights? Can you describe what happen during tribal fights in your community?
Interviewee : Yes, maybe I am one of the victims that have been travel in Hela, Tebe, and my village. As, as I speak to them, they, still troubles going on, fighting going on, so. Uh, we fight for three things.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : One, the land. Two, girls or wife.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : Uh, we no, don't normally call this woman.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Woman.
Interviewee : Third, is pig or money. If you, if, if your land is owned by someone, you fight for the land. If your wife is, uh, maybe adultery by someone, you fight for that.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : And then our pig is stolen by someone, we fight for that.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Stolen.
Interviewee : We fight for, uh, our root of causes of trouble is three things.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : Land, pig and-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Women.
Interviewee : ... women.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay, thank you. Um, how does tribal fights affect your daily life in the community? And how does it affect Hela's women and children?
Interviewee : When trouble gets started, everything goes, go, disappears, like house burn-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... environments of, environments, human environments like house, beach, uh, everything's goes, and schools shut down. And women and children goes elsewhere.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : Maybe some children's dying along the way, when they, uh, go from their homes. School students are, students affected due to the tribal fighting.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay, thank you. Um, we have three, uh, last questions. Now, question number 11, how is conflict resolved, and justice served within your community? Are there any traditional ways of solving issues? And if there is, can you give a desc- uh, give a brief, brief description and, of how it starts?
Interviewee : Yes, we do solve our problems in Melanesian way.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : Western ministry.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Western.
Interviewee : Which we do have a win- Mo- Melanesian culture. We do go by Melanesian culture.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : If you go this way, uh, do it like this and we normally we solve it as Melanesian-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... way, not the church's way.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay.
Interviewee : Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: So, in terms of-
Interviewee : We will not punish the people. Yes.
Valka-Mir Foundation: So, in terms of what exactly, like, when you say that it's in Melanesian way?
Interviewee : Yeah. Melanesian way, like you are- you are done wrong or you did wrong, so you go with this kind of amount of pig to compensate or something like this.
Valka-Mir Foundation: So, you use money and pigs in order-
Interviewee : Money, yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: ... to co- do the compensati- compensations?
Interviewee : Yeah. Mm-hmm. Money and pigs to compensate the die or maybe breaking the law, something like this. We use money and pigs.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay. Thank you. The next question: how safe do you feel, uh, do you currently feel in your community?
Interviewee : Yeah, maybe when I out of the province, I do normally think my community- well, my community is very safe.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : And when troubles ready to get started, our community leaders, especially the school students, like university students-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... college students, we do normally defend the problem. And then the problem will not arise. A problem will stop from there. So, the community will hear the councillors, council leaders, ............................ or the students who go above high level of education.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Level of education.
Interviewee : And these are the community that I have in mind.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay.
Interviewee : The province.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Thank you. Uh, we have the last question. This is an overall, like, your overall, uh, impression. How do you feel about yourself as being a Highlander from your province? Like, what's your overall impression?
Interviewee : Man, very proud that I am a Hulman, the son of HeLa. So, that we, HeLa, we do norma- uh, we have very positive thinking like-
Valka-Mir Foundation: Mm-hmm.
Interviewee : ... positive cultures, positive thinking, like caring and sharing and we do respect the people. Uh, we do respect the people and we have a, um, gift of giving and sharing and love. So, that's why I'm, um, proudly love HeLa and I'm a proudly, uh, happy that I'm a son of HeLa.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Okay.
Interviewee : Yeah.
Valka-Mir Foundation: Thank you so much.



